UNDERSTANDING YOUR NSU PROGRAM EVALUATION…….2017
Program evaluations (sometimes called degree audits) may be accessed via WebAdvisor once you have
logged into the My NSU Portal. WebAdvisor is the official student record system. Students first
enrolled as degree seeking at NSU in Summer or Fall 2017 will be entering NSU under the 2017
catalog. Final revisions to go with the 2017 catalog will be entered during the summer and fall 2017.
While significant changes are not expected, it is advised that you check your program evaluation for
updates during the fall term.
At present, your program evaluation reflects whatever program you indicated on your application or
updated prior to or at registration. Program Evaluations may be customized with additional majors and
minors, endorsements and certificates. Program evaluations are essential when planning registrations
for future terms as they show what requirements are still needed. It is also important to check them after
registering to make sure the courses you have registered for will apply where expected.
Attached is an annotated program evaluation to help you identify key elements of the document. If you
need help understanding the program evaluation, be sure to ask at registration or contact the Registrar’s
Office at 626-2012 or schedule an appointment during the school year. Your academic advisor may also
be able to help you with this document. Freshmen may spend some time with it during their Freshman
Seminar class.
REGISTRATION HINTS
1. Students who place in pre general education courses (ENGL 033, MATH 021, MATH 101, READ
041) should take them during their first year. This is important for general academic preparedness. The
tuition rate is slightly higher for 0 level courses to cover the individualized help that is part of these
courses. Failure to complete the pre-gen ed courses in your first 42 attempted credits will result in
registration restrictions and loss of financial aid. Any course with a number lower than 100 does not
count toward graduation, but must be taken to advance to higher level courses if placement tests indicate
they are needed. These courses do count toward calculating full-time status for financial aid, insurance
coverage and if taken as a first year-freshmen they will count toward athletic eligibility credit the first
year.
2. Please make sure to follow prerequisite requirements. You will not be able to override prerequisites
when registering via WebAdvisor.
The sample program eval that follows, shows a student enrolled in fall 2017 classes.
Peggy Hallstrom, Registrar
Dacotah Hall 103
hallstrp@northern.edu
605-626-7767

=====================================================================

•
•

Once assigned, your advisor name will appear in this section.
The amount of General electives will vary depending on your program. Some courses satisfy multiple
requirements. You will need to be sure to fulfill all requirements AND earn a minimum of 120 credits or
the Combined Required total listed in the summary.

•
•

To be considered for honors at graduation, you must earn a minimum of 60 credits from NSU with
cumulative and institutional gpas of 3.50. This area helps you keep track of your progress toward
achieving that goal.
When a requirement has not been started, the eval will show (Not started). When you enroll in a course, it
will show (In Progress). When finished it will show (Complete)

This area summarizes the overall minimum requirements for the program. For baccalaureate degrees: 120 hours, 30 in
residence(from NSU), minimum 2.0 institutional and cumulative GPA to graduate. For associate degrees: 60 hours, 15 in
residence, minimum 2.0 institutional and cumulative GPA to graduate. Some programs have higher GPA requirements.

This section tracks completion of any pre-general education you need before taking regular requirements. Placement in Pre-Gen
Ed courses are determined by Math Index, ACT, SAT, COMPASS, or ACCUPLACER scores or completion of pre-requisite
courses. All courses in this section should be completed within the first 30-42 attempted credits or registration restrictions will
be placed. Advisors will help you determine which courses you need to take.

These sections(and more not shown on this document)cover the General Education Requirements and are a
combination of System Core Requirements and Degree Requirements. Where a specific course is listed, alone,
that is the course needed. If several courses are listed and the requirements says 1 course needed, only one from
the list is needed. More complicated requirements like Arts & Humanities allow choices from various groups.
The text will tell you how many groups and how many courses from groups are needed. The requirements and
courses recommended for completing these requirements may vary depending on your intended major and degree.
If you tell your advisor your intended major, they can help you select the best general education for that major.

This area shows the requirements for the major you have selected. Under the major name at the top, program eval
will show the number of credits you have completed in the major up to the present and your major gpa and the
minimum gpa required. Most majors require a 2.0 minimum. Some have higher gpa requirements. All
baccalaureate degrees require an exit exam. In most cases it is not a course but must be taken to complete the
requirements so is listed at the end of your major. Students must also complete a minimum number of credits in
the major from NSU. The minimum required is listed in this area.

This section checks for completion of the SD BOR Gen Ed core to prepare you for upper level courses. .

All baccalaureate degrees require a minimum number of upper level courses. Any taken for your major will also list here. You
will need to monitor this requirement to be sure you accumulate enough upper level credits. Not all majors have enough upper
level courses required to satisfy this minimum, so you may need to take additional upper level courses. This can be handled by
taking electives related to your major or career goals that will enhance your required coursework.

There is a minimum number of credits that can be accepted from a junior or community college. This section checks to be sure
this requirement is met.

The Other courses section includes Placement test codes, and any courses not used elsewhere--general electives. Most majors
require some general electives to reach the minimum credits needed (120 for most baccalaureate degrees) If you choose a major
with fewer required and have a lot of general electives, you might consider declaring a minor, or broaden your educational
experience by taking a variety of general electives.
*NE means the listing is a non course, such as an exam, military, international, or vocational school credit.
*TE means transfer equivalency and would identify courses taken at other regionally accredited universities.

This final section includes another credit check and some info on applying for graduation.
WebAdvisor does not alert students when they register for a course already taken, at the time of registration. A
note will appear on program evaluation. The second enrollment will appear in the requirment area with an RA
note.

The first enrollment will appear in other courses with a RP note.

A chart explaining any note used in your program eval appears at the end of the document.

Students should always review their program ealuation after registering to be sure courses apply where they
thought they would and to avoid errors like repeating classes that have already been taken.

