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The following table displays the first-to-second year retention rates of students who started at Northern State 
University in the listed fall semester as a first-time, full-time, bachelor’s degree seeking undergraduate student. 
A student is considered retained if enrolled at Northern as of the census date of the following fall semester. 
 

 
Figure 1: First-to-second year retention rate among first-time, full-time, bachelor's degree seeking fall cohorts 

 
The graduation rates for the same 2014-2020 fall cohorts are displayed below.  
 

 
  4-year  5-year  6-year  7-year  8-year 
2014 29.0% 45.9% 47.9% 48.2% 48.5% 
2015 37.1% 53.8% 56.2% 58.6% 58.6% 
2016 39.6% 55.7% 58.7% 59.6% 60.0% 
2017 31.6% 51.7% 54.7% 55.8%  
2018 34.5% 52.6% 54.9%   
2019 38.6% 49.8%    
2020 35.6%     

Figure 2: Graduation rates of the first-time, full-time, bachelor's degree seeking fall cohorts 

2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023
Retention rate 65.7% 74.8% 77.0% 74.7% 72.9% 75.9% 68.8% 73.4% 75.1% 77.0%
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