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1. Program Accreditation Status
The Northern State University M.S. in Sports Sciences, Strength and Conditioning Specialization is pursuing initial programmatic accreditation through the Council on Accreditation of Strength and Conditioning Education (CASCE). The specialization is not currently CASCE-accredited. Pursuit of accreditation does not guarantee that accreditation will be granted.
CASCE information: Council on Accreditation of Strength and Conditioning Education (CASCE)
2. Public Program Outcome Data
The five measures below are the public outcome measures CASCE requires programs to display. Verified Strength and Conditioning specialization data must be entered before publication.
	Required Measure
	Current Program Data 

	Student enrollment
	5

	Graduation rate
	NOT YET AVAILABLE

	Retention rate
	NOT YET AVAILABLE

	CSCS first-time pass rate (3-year aggregate)
	NOT YET AVAILABLE

	Graduate placement rate (within 12 months)
	NOT YET AVAILABLE



3. Information Provided to Prospective and Enrolled Students
Use the links below for the current official Northern State University information. The linked institutional source controls when a policy, calendar, rate, or cost changes.
	Required Information
	Official Information / Access

	Catalogs
	2026–2027 NSU Catalog – Sports Sciences (M.S.)

	Academic calendars
	2026–2027 Academic Calendar

	Grading policies
	Graduate School Orientation / Graduate Studies Handbook

	Financial aid
	Northern State University Financial Aid

	Program accreditation status
	See Section 1 above

	Process to register a complaint with the accrediting agency
	See Section 4 below

	Student grievances
	Northern State University – Concerns and Complaints

	Program/student outcomes information
	See Section 2 above for required public outcome measures | 2026–2027 NSU Catalog – Student Learning Outcomes

	Tuition cost/program fees
	Tuition and Costs

	Withdrawal/refund
	Northern State University Disclosure Statements – Refund Policies | 2026–2027 Academic Calendar – withdrawal/refund deadlines

	Remediation, retention, and other pertinent information
	Graduate School Orientation / Graduate Studies Handbook


Remediation/retention summary. Graduate students must maintain a 3.00 cumulative GPA and a 3.00 GPA in the approved plan of study. A student whose cumulative GPA falls below 3.00 is placed on academic probation; the Graduate Studies Handbook governs return to good standing, suspension, reinstatement, and course retakes. Students must be in good academic standing to enroll in an internship or culminating experience.
Strength and Conditioning comprehensive-examination remediation. Beginning in 2026–2027, Strength and Conditioning students take a practice CSCS examination as the comprehensive examination and must achieve an 80% mastery score. After an unsuccessful first attempt, the student meets with the graduate chairperson for remediation and completes a second attempt. After an unsuccessful second attempt, the student must participate in an oral defense with the graduate committee. Grade appeals follow the NSU appeal process.
4. CASCE Accreditation-Related Complaints or Concerns
To register a complaint or concern regarding CASCE accreditation, contact the Council on Accreditation of Strength and Conditioning Education directly using the current CASCE contact information below:
Council on Accreditation of Strength and Conditioning Education (CASCE)
1885 Bob Johnson Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80906
Phone: 719-632-6722 ext. 164
Email: accreditation@nsca.com
CASCE website
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